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STAT

io Defuse 8. African

RIS ot e AR I .
<7 By Murrey Marder and Don Oberdorfer- . .-
R é ivashington Post Staff Writers St TR
In the midafterncon on Saturday, Aug. 6/ the acting
chief of the Soviet embassy, Viadillen M. Vasev, called,
ar the -Whiter House with an urgent personak ‘message
srom Leonid L Brezhnev to Jimmy Carter. South Africa,. |.
according to- Soviet intelligence, was secrelly preparing
10 detonate an atomic explosion in its Kalahari Desert.

</%aid was typical of 2 nuclear test site. In the absence:

- of the outside pressures, administration experts said,!
South Africamight have gone on to detonate:a bombi

. ‘here within a matter of weeks, assuming that the exs
Slosive material was in hand aad that it chose:to. Movs

_ full speed ahead. . N e T T

.. Some- American. intelligence.~specialists, dissenting

: from - the. administration consensus, suspect that™the

Bre N ) SE L e T AR ! ] ,
N _T;h; eBrev aszhkeng‘fo;%?;:ﬁs.:;ﬁpitg Sit:p;;t-i.ggggf,gﬁ’ssiaﬁ “1 © construction in the Kalahari Desert was an ‘elaborate
anciosed the text-of. an announcement scheduled to b »'| * sham" intended not for an-explosion -but for the shoe
made public. two das later by Tass, th eSov?ét : 08 !.value of its certain -discovery-on the great. powers. By,
agency, reporting onth. irioa’s pr 2 Hons. HEWS | - this_interpretation, ‘white- South Africa intended tol
B e o P g Sout ca’s, preparatlons. €re °} - qramatize at minimal cost its claim.to-be 2 nation of
\Vhas-_ no reference-in. either document to the Russian- } . 20 capabiliti . o ait’ outsiders’ Vi
\y.in-the-sky: satellite- photographs ‘that played a key *| . wajor capabilities which wl .not perrgit oulsiders ver:
Ypindesiy.stellte phologaphs Wt played 28 | | sios of sacit eqpay 12,98 997 down it throaly
. %he Soviet diplomat :told William G. ‘Hyland, the The Hoax ey Pon e a ‘
. N Ry 3 - — - - FRCCEN . 0 3 avl . -~
senior National Security Council officer on duty on thaty counted inside tlezer{:artér gdmijr'tisnl'g- ‘
quiet afterncon, that Brezhnev planned to send similar | ttiom which believes that the Kalahari
- appeals for action to-the leaders of Britain, France and f‘prepatat'i‘ons were real. In view of the
‘West Germany.- In the Sovi‘gt view, failure to head off ,?ﬁgleges?ﬁgcagﬁmgtrfgggh c‘gf{_
a South- African atomic explosion “would have the-most ] tluded that what was being built
serious” and - far-reaching aftermaths for international } ¢ould be used.All U.S. planning pro-
peace and security.”" . ‘”‘) el “=ir | peeded on that premise: .
~_In the two weeks that followed, the United States, the | %-If South Africa had set off an at-
- Soviet Union and the threei European governmentsens bmic device, the shock waves could -
gaged in an extraordinary collaburation intended: to | Dave reverberated Wwith ‘even greater
- spare mankind’from another. fateful sibp toward:fhe force than India’s May, 1974, explo-
spread of atomie Weapons. 3| . 1 1n o L L SRk ah bion which-shook the major nuclear
*. - Last Tuesda Lt =L i e L SNER s_r.ppher.nauons into beiated coopera-
S uesday, 717 days. after receipt -of ;the~Soviet | }ive efforts to stop the spread of dan-:
: note; Cartér was able to announce-at hig press confer»!| gerous materials and technology. This
. ence. that South Africa had promised ‘that’no nuclear drive to -head off .2 nuclear-armed
- .EXplqsive test. wil,l‘_lief_taken .. now-or in the future.? \ world, .centered- on- periodic semi-se--
e B A i S L R O gs i
T _F°bl';.t,_hef..f1r$t time-since the dawn of the nuclear”ag -fﬁnm;eﬁﬁf’; ';:flﬂggg?;.ﬁdwggi‘f;;:-, =
- in-a-blinding: flask- over - Hiroshima ‘on Aug.. 6, 1945 ‘cast in doubt—especially " because
- 32“ years: tor '}hééggday ""fIQMf'Bre‘zhneiI’é?’ m.e'ss'age-i-t‘né[_ ' South Africa possesses abundant de- |
- * Norld's leading powers, east and west, worked. in con-. -posits °f'“§t“’a}'!‘:‘am“mt;'né§i§$‘id
cert* to- back “away ‘& lesser ‘nation ffom -the- threshold N2 cagrhny d enrieh enoug O entially
- of entry into.the nuclear weapons ‘club. If this coopera~.| £oilld export -weapons-grade material
‘tion..can be. buttressed .and extended—and :if | timely-] td other countries. - © .. il . i
. Wammgimrough"gtemgence:is available in the future——; " In African terms, Pretoria’s detona-
:_-.-What;,happenedf:mthout uch public notice. in* these |" Hon of a bomb would have been a sig-
' 3-'_":-P§»Stwegks.may sef 1 pattérn of histori¢ importance. g':)&'ﬂ;,gbi defiance with p;;oégund iméaact
~ . #*Despite: South Africa’s d ials that AN R he American-British effort to fore-
- Dt sows At danl st oy e ot | b i e s
S T e red U.S." officials: believe the | sputhern Africa. And it would have
o g‘;gflnc%—:gf ’-%tl.é"'@m“”fy?’s ;overwhe!migg,~j Clear” and ‘ been a stunninz,g rebuff to President .
e egf.ﬂ’.. .S, reconnaissance satellite;; photographs;.| Carter’s policy of direct, explicit pres-
;oo 'tder{e‘_‘_;'_"gg {he.White House within hours: of the Brezh-| sure on South Africa to abandon its
-.,\;;ggfg,oge;»_slgpyed:cqnst.‘mctmn.m, the desert:that experts:] intermalracial policy of apartheid. .| coplinyas
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